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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BlfTALIOB, 1347H INPANTRY
(357H INFANTRY DIVISION) IE THE ATTACK ON HILL 122,
~  NORTH OF ST. LO, FRANCE, 15~-17 JULY 1944
- (HORMAXDY CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of & coupanqr oomander}

) - ORIENTATION
PRODUCT IO

mu monograph covers the operaticns of the lst Battal:l.on,
134th Infantry, SSth Division in the atteck on Hill. ize, one of
the criticel terrsin features pretoctins the city of ST. 0,
MGE, ' vital amie.atiena oentar, m the FORMANDY GJHPAIGH,
16 July - 17 July 194¢.
' In order to orient the :-onder, it will bo NE0OSSAry to
diseusa briefly the mjer events 'h:leh led up to th:la uetim.
 Pwo yeers of plamnning and prepsratiocn led up te the Al~
lied lendings in nonnanny on € June 1944, (1) The cancertod
orforta of the Allles were gathered together in EUGW 1n tha
nhapo of nmmne stocks ef tippina, sireraft, nuppliu n\d
meupower. For _uverql months Allled air forces had urriod out
bombing operations which were a pert of t.he invesion itself.,
(2) - | o
 The NORMAKDY invasion of necessity was to be o combined
Arny, Navy end Alr Forces operation requiring the most eﬁetiﬁs
coordination, By June 1944 there were 1,586,965 U.S, troops
and 2,500,000 tons of supplies over end ebove basic loddq and
equipment.. (3) | | .
| - Grownd foroces lin the NORMAWDY operation were led by Gonaral
8ir Bernard L. Nontgomery, commending 2lst m Group, consiste
ing of the Second British and the First U, s. Armies. The Sec~
T &L 5 T ' —
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ond British Army struck in the BAYEUX and CAEK areas with
three divisiocns landing on the beach and a brigade of the &th
 British Airborne Division dropping inland betweem CAEN and the
Ses. The U. S, First Army, commanded by Lt. Gen. Omar N. Brad-
'A ley, struck in the neck of the COTENFIN PENINSULA at UTAH
BEACH, east of STE-MERE-EGLISE; and OMAHA BEACH, northeast of
TREVIERES, with 3 dlvisions while the 824 Airborme Divisien
dropped et STE~MERE-EGLISE, and the 101lst Airborne Divisien
dropped halfwey between STE-EERE-EGLISE end CARANTAN. (Sse Map
a) (4 | | B

" By 9 June, the beachheads had been well established by the
agsault divisions snd orders had been iseued to continue the
atteck. (Ses Map B) (5) By 13 June further gains had been
mode o.nd V corpa on the east and VII Corps on the west had .
linked up south of GAREHTAH snd no enemy threat had develapad
to split the link between the Corps. (See ¥sp B) III Corps
was assigned the mission om 13 June to enlarge the corridor of
comunication between ISIGNY snd CARANTAN. XIX Corps beceame
operational 141200 June, (€) |

During the period 13 June == 2 J’uly 1944, Hrst Army M
bullt up its forces until now there were four Corps in operas..
tien, gns COTENTIN PENINSULA had fallen adding the Port of
CHERBOURG to its holdings, First Army front hed remaised relae
tively stable aince 20 June and regrouping of forces had tﬂum
plnco ready for sontinued operations. .(§u Nap €} (7)
"~ The early J'nl:' offensive was to opan with throo of the

four Gorpn in line epcning with meosuive blows delivered from
1) 191: £:§;;

(7) A-2, p. 1 and 2




right to 15':1;,_ each Gci'ps moving on army orders. The XIX Corps
would be the third to launch its atteok. (8) ‘l'he XIX Gorps
had two divisions in line with the 35th Division om its way

~ to FRANCE to reimforce its atteck. However, the 55th would
not lmmediately be ready to enter combat,

GENERAL SITUATIO)

The Z5th Infentry Divisieon errived at OMAHA BEACH in the
vieinity of COOLEVILLE~-SUR-KERE 05 1500 July., The first ele-
ment of the 35th Infentry Division ashore was the 134th Infan~
try, Commanded by Najor General (then Colonel) Butler B. Miltone
berger. The division clegeﬁ into an assexbly area in the
vicinity of COLOMBIERES on 7 July. (®) The XIX Corps Com=
n.nder wished an immediate commitment to battle of the 35tk
Infentry Di.vision. The division was destined to fight tl.ena
side of the 20th snd 30th Infsmtry Division's slresdy seasoned
ané bsttle hardened troops. (10) | |

On 8 July the 24 Battalion, 134th Infantry emtered the
front lines in the viecinity of ST. KICHOLAS, relieving the
24 Battelion of the 120th Infentry. (11) This commitment of .
the 2d Battelion was & defensive position and the 24 Battelien
was to rejoin jhe 134th Infantry om 11 July. (1)

On the night of ¢ July the 137th mrmm and 320th In-
fantry, 36th Infentry Division, were ordered into the line ree-
lleving elements of the 20th Infantry Division on the left and
the 30th Infantry Division en the right. The line ren from the
VIER RIVER above LA MEAUFFE and extended in a southeasterly
'g; A2, Do % .

(89) A% Sow s 4, 3. 30

(11) A~4, p. 50
(12) A=4, p. 32




direction through LA RIVIERE to LA liIGOm, the 137th Ine
fantry en the right and the 330tk Infantry on the left. (13)
The 35th Infentry Division minus the 134th Infantry leunched
their initial attack on 11 July. The 134th Infanbry remained
in cox'pn reserve until 14 July. | |

The XIX Corps plan a.t this time was to seize the ST, IO |
area on both the east and west sides of the VIRE RIVER. (14)
Steady but slow progress had been made during the period 7
July to 13 July at which time Corps had three infantry divie
sions in the 1lne, comsisting of the 20th, 30th and the 35th
- Infentry Divisions, (See Map D) During this period the XIX
Corps had come to blows with and were slw.‘l.r worpworiag
elements of the onony'l 17th S8 Panger Grenadier Division, -
Battle Group Heintz (consisting of two rifle battellions qf the
276th Division, the 275tb Engineer Battalion, inginoer Bate
talion Angers, and one AA Battery), elements of the 38th 8§
Armored Infantry Regiment and the 3524 Infantry Division. (See
 Msp D) (18)

Much can be sald sbout lnd miach has been writtem n‘bwt
the difficult terrain over which operations were carried outs
KORMANDY, FRANCE 1s basically composed of farming commmities.
~ The CORKISH countryside is well drained by a mm of atrem
which flow generally northwest and empty intc the ENOLISH
CHANNEL. The lsnd is broken up into msny small fields by s
system of hedgerows. The hedgerows vary in sise and type.
Generally they are cénpos_oa of benks of dirt amd rock verying
in size from two to five feet in thickness at the bottom and
tapering up to one to two feet im width at their top. Helght

mg TIY
14) A-2, p.
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varies from two feet to as much &s six or seven fest, All
hedgerpows m covered with a thick vegetation, thorn bushes,
fruit trees and various types of hedge bushes. Rwmning along |
one side of each enclosed field a road, or rather a wigen trall
is usually found, Often tho trail runs between two aﬁeh hedge~
rows, thus forming e rather formidable sunken rosd. The fields
thus formed by hedgerows seemed to aversge sbout 100 ysrds long
snd 50 yards wide. ¥An aerial photograph of a typlcsl seotion
of NORMANDY shows more then 3900 hedged emclesures in sn area
less than eight miles sqniro'. (16) Needless to say thoese
hedgerowa whieh look so pesceful and ploturesque during m:.
times afforded the enemy & system of ready made bulwarks be-
hind which, with very little excavation, he was able to eatrench
‘and defend himself in ready made forts which offered protection
from almost all types of fire. The method used by the em in
- preparing his defensive positions will be covered in mere de-
tail later on. | _ |
The weather during this phase of the KORMAKDY eaxpaign
was generally olear end mild with occasional light ralns which
failed to heamper operations in eny way. The hours of darkness
were generally limited between 2300 hours ead 0500 hours. The
. long period of visibility is due to the leng twilight enjoyed
.by the matives of NORNANDY, FRANCE during the summer months.
The combet efficlency of the German soldier was excellent.
He undoubtedly iufter‘ed rm the peried of combat prior to the
period covered here, but u yot thsre‘wai-e' ne indications of a
letdown smomg his forces. The fact that the German soldier
wes fighting over terrain familisr to him end undoubtedly cerrye
1167 A-f, Pe o1 7 . ' .




ing ent?p'roarrangéd derenain plane snd in msny ocases ocoupy~
ing prqirranged positions prepared on critical terrain and
guarding likely avenues of approsch more than made up for the
losses and defeats he had suffered thus far since D day, & June.
The 35th Division was at full strength on 11 July end as
yot the 134th Infantry had suffered no casualtles. !ofalo wAS
superior. The regiment had been in training as & unit since
1t bad been mobilized and became & pert of the U.S. Army, 23
December 1940, The former Nationsl Guardsmen from the state
of Nebraska were egain to partieipete in a world conflicte
The m end officers of the 134th Infantry were ready and
anxious to see what they could do after the yoars of careful
training for thelr initlal eantry into conflict against an
eneny of their country. (17) o
Each man end officer was fully equipped and es yet there
were no supply problems to complicate thelr emtry iate coxbat,

DISPOSITIONS N OF THR 134TH

At 15 20350 July the 134th Infentry was relleved from as~
ls.mnt as Corps reserve and wes ordaroa to move to an as~
sembly area near LA CHITELIERE, FRANCE to relieve the 24 Bnt-
telion, 116th Infentry, 20th Division, and be prepared to
partielipate in & coordinated att‘aék 16 0516 Julye. This placed
the regiment on the left flank of the 55th Division which
would attack with three regiments abreast in conjunction with
simlteneous attacks by the 29th Division on the left and the
50th Division om the right. (18)

The 34 Battalion was omm to rouwo the 24 Battnxen,

Fﬂ_ﬁm
| 18) A-4, pe 323 A~10, p. 86




116th Infantry, 29th Diviaion without benefit of daylight
reconnalssances (19) The regiment began movement to the new
ares at 13 0100 July and the 5@ Battalion had completed its
relief by 13 1030. (20) This placed the regiment within the
gone from which it would launch its nocturnal attack againat
the enemy. (See Mep E) |
The r&ginontl.l attack order, Field Order #18, was issued

from the 134th Infantry CP nesr LA CHITELIERE, FRANCE. The
plen of attack, attachments, supporting fires and objectives
ves as follows: the 134th Infantry with 747th Tank Battalion
(less Company B); lat Platoon of Compsny A, 60th Bmgimeer Bat-
tﬂion; one platoon 664th Tank Destroyer Bdttalitm; Company A,
110th Nedical Battalion attached, supported by 16lst Field
Artillery Battalion and attached 924 Chemical Mortar Company
and supported by aﬁth Infantry Division Artiller;, attacks in
sone, 15 0515 July 194¢. Destroy enemy forces u sons north
of ST. LO, FRANCE, end to seize and ccoupy ST. 10. 1st Bate
talion, 134th Infantry, pess through positions hﬂd by 5&
Btttnlion, attack 15 0515 July 1944, seise and acempy objective
in zone, 24 Battallon, 134th Infantry, with one squead Ant:l—
Tank Company Mine Platoon, eme 57 mm Platoon Anti-Fenk Come
pany, 737th Tank Battalion (=) atteched, attack 16 0516 July
'1944,_ to seize and occupy objective in some. (21) This placed
the lst Battalion on the right with the 24 Battalion on the left
after passing through the positions held by the 54 Battalion.
The 34 Battalion was to remain 1n present poaitions and assemble
a8 regimental ressrve on order., The attack was to be a penetra-
tion with 1little room for maneuver, depending upon fire support

IS TR ' —

20) A=10, p. 39 .
(21) A~8, pe 863 A=4, p. 3¢
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and tenacity of the individual unit to gain the objeetive, The
gone assigned the lst Battalion had been the soene of repeated |
attempts by elements of the 29th Divislom %o advance. (22)

2HE BATTALION SITUATION AND PLAN OF ATTACK

Since lsnding in NORMANDY the lst Battalion had attempted
to take advantage of the tiue‘available to prepare its men and
officers for combat. On 8 July the battalion moved from the
vieinity of MERCY, FRANCE to an assembly erea near LBS ESSORT3,
FRANCE. (23) 1In this aasembly ares every thought was direot-
ed toward the problems which might be ensountered in the fighte
ing that lay ehead, Much had been heard about the difficulties
encountered in fighting through the mage of hedgerows <= each
hedgerow a miniature fort -s mortars and artillery zoroed in
on hodsoma, roada and trails -- enemy snipers in or behind
almost every tree -~ don't use your radios becauss transmissions
immediatoly bring down fire. These Wwere & fow of the problm
for which everyone was seeking an anawer.

on 9 July end 10 July the battalion ntilised the hedge~
rows within their «ssembly area in working out plans and
developing meneuvers which would be successful, Simulated at-
tacks were run thrbugh. Machine guns and automatlioe rifles
were assigned to work in j;nirs from either end of the box-
11ke enclosures formed Dy the hedgerows. Fires were crossed .
to the f.ar corﬁars of the fleld a].ong the oppeoalite hedgerow
and moved back and forth as slements of rifle squads worked
their way forward mor the protsctive ﬂra. As the riflemen

approaehod, ﬁ.ru from the amtlc tsapm were ao:mmtrated

%) ' "‘4, P. 1
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1.n. the corners of the fields. Thus, the riflemen would know
where their friendly fires wers hitting, providing room for |
them to attack behind the hedgerows with grenades and rifle
fire, Teamwork was developed s0 that each man knew his job.
Due to the t.ypé of the terrsin it was anticipated that the
machine guns from the heavy weapons company would be attashed.
The rifle eonpanﬁr commanders were able te plaﬁ on the attaoch-
ment of four heavy guns to their companies. (24) |

The contemplated employment of the light sné heavy machine
guna created a problem. In most cases the hsdgema wore too
high to utilize the tripods from whioh the guns are normally
fired. Lieutenant Robert Gordon, Battalion Se4 solved this |
problem by securing bipods from captured machine guns, These
wore attached to the watar Jackets on the heavya, and thie Lore
ward portion of the lights, thus mbl:l.ng m mmers to place
the guns on top ot the hedgerows to deliver fire. It was be=-
1leved that this addition to the guns would offer & flexibility
in that the guns could be fired either frem the bipod or the
ﬁripod according to the positions selected. (25)

On 11 July when the 137th Infantry amd the 320th Infantry,.
35th Division, participated in the attack, observers were ssnt
up from each company and battelion headquarters to observe the
action. The next day pa.rt.ioa. from regimental headquarters and
battalion hesdquarters visited elements of the 20th and 30th |
Divisions to galm all the knowledgs they could from these units
whiech had-alrendw been in continuous combat for over a month.
(26) 1 |

During the night 13 July the lst Battalion had closed imto

(e ; Personal Xnowledge
(26) Persomal knowledge
‘26) A"‘p Pe B2




'a forward assembly area in the vieinity of LA CHITELIERE. On
the l4th, based on fragmentary orders, all commanders visited

the front lines in the sone which was to be theirs and prepared

initial plans for the attack to be launched the next worning.
(27) ' From this limited reconnaissanse, company commenders and
platoon leaders were able to select forward cheok point.a and
establish & guide system to lead then into the final posiﬁiona

from which to launoh their attack. Consequently, no guides werse

necessary from tho- 34 Battalion,‘.‘ which was in line and would be
passed through at the line of departure 'hieh was the positions
ocoupled by the 34 Battalion. (See Map E) |
The pln for attack issued by Liesutenant Golonel Alfred

C+ Boataman, Gmding the ht Battalion, was itself relative~
1y simple. Company A on the left, Company C om the right with
Company B in reserve. 1lst Machine Gun Platoon, Company D ate
tached to Company A. 24 Machine Gun Platoon, Company D attache
ed to Goﬁpmy_ C. 34 Mortar Platoon, Compeny D in general supe
port behind the slight ridge immediately behind the frout lias

positions, The 134th Iafantry wes to have the supporting fires

of thrae battelions or tiola arunory controlled by the 161:1;
Field Artillery Battalion which was ia direct support of tho -
regiment. "Attached to the 16103_ Fleld Artillery Battalion waa
‘& chemical morter company of 4.2 chemioal mortars. The supe
porting _r‘.l.ro plan wan siuph. Fires were %0 be placed on enemy

‘positions begimning st H hour with the 4.2 morters placing swoke

'on known enemy positions. For 15 minutes the full weight of
a1l guns would place fire on the ememy at a fast rate, theree :

_aftor a rolling barrage was to be fired in front of the lst Bate

T&7T Tersonal Inowledge



talion, to be lifted and moved forward om eall, (28)

Gmiaation lines were set up during the evening and
night of 14 July. All final preparations wére made including
the igaue of one K ration to be carried by each man, 1ssuance
of ssmunition, plan for dropping bed rolis and all extra equip~
ment not essential to the task that lay shead. ‘Kitchen por-
sonnel were handed last minute letters, photographs, billfolds
and poraonalr keepsakes with the cesual remark, "Keep these un~
til I ask for them -« if not -- you'il_ know what to do with
them."® The men and officers sat around in small groups dis-
ocussing the final detalls and knoﬂ.ns that ths attack was very.
important. ST. IO was the hmd of the German defenses in this
sector and it was highly important that it fall because all
sugpected and had heard rumors that once ST, LO fell we could
employ Wr in a breskthrough which would expleit sucocesses
gained in NORMANDY thus far. There would be very little aJ.-_ép
th!.a night,. |

The distance from the auseubly area to the 11no of de~
parture was about 2000 yards 80 there muld be no stop uwntil
Juast ‘ba.fero erossing, when a fina.l pause ror regrouping would
take place. Movement would begin about 15 0330 which would ale
low saple time for the troops to reach tho assault positions.
(29) |

The line of departure was located just south of the _tﬂ.la_so
of VILLERS FOSSARD slong s hedgerow nesar a small trail leading
southwest from the village.
| The attack led down hill end across a small stream. There
_vu a slight drop of about ten meters extending over a dis~

1E87  Fersonal kmwhdso; A=2, p. o4
(29) Personal knowledge
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t:nge of about 500 yards. It eovered hedgerowa to the stream
bed and then extended up over a series of hedgerows and
platesus which formed the base of HILL 122, This hill toek
its neme from its helght in meters. The terrain then sloped
"to the olty of 8T. LO and the VIRE RIVER. The aresa was well
covered with trees and heavy vegetation, and observation was
limited to the next hedgerow which might be as olose ss fifty
yardas or as far as 300 yards depending upon tha.partiealari'H
shepe of the field formed by the hedgerows, Ruming generally
south through the zone was what appohfed on the map éolhc 'y
good'seeondnry rosd, but at places was actually & Very narrow
trail runniné‘botyeen two hedgerows which were about'aaién to
eight feet in height. Trees growing in the hedgerows at times
were close mough on either side to form a leafy tunnel, It'
was over this difficult terrain the ;ttaok would takp piaao.

| The opposing enemy forces had been identified as elements
. of the l4th Parachute Regiment, Battle Group Heimtz and 3524
Infentry Division. The enemy was known to be well dug in
‘behind hedgerows snd was supported by mortars and artillery.
(See Map E) | _

"~ The weather was clear, warm snd visibility conditions

oxcellent, _

IQEE!E%T P0 THE LINE OF DEPARTURE AND FINAL PREPARATION FOR

THE ATTACK | o |
The movement from the assembly area to the line of departure

was started ebout 156 0330 July. The attachments of machine gun

platoonas was effected in the assembly area in order to ecut down

on the sonfuaion on the line of departure. Order of march was

14



A, C, D {=), Battalion Hesdquarters, snd B Companies. Vehlcles
would follow the foot columm by bounds, weapons would be taken
from the transportation sbout 500 yards in resr of the line of
depsrture. All trensportation would then assemble in & motor
pool provioualy selected by the battalion trensportation ofe«
ficer, By 0600 hours the bdﬁtalion was in position, wire com-

" mmication established lmd'u yet no incldent had oecured to
disturb the smooth movement into position. As directed by the
regimental order, radios were to be silent until H hour, Artil-?
lexry 11naon personnel and rorward ohaervers rm the 161at
Field Artillery had roportod and avorybhing was il.n readiness

for the attmk.

Due to the aonplotonua of pralininary plmning in the
rear area there was little remaining to do exeept to oheck
final dlapoaitions and nervously awalt the crawling hends of
the clock to reach 0515, (30) | |

TIO

H-HOUR, THE INITIAL ASSAULT

No one needed to be told when H hour arrived. Ths tre-
mendous fire being delivered by the supporting wespons was ine
deod signal enough to canse svery man to get to his feot, grasp
his weapon more tightly, check his supply of grenades and start
'novms the few remalaning yards to brench the last protactive
hedgerow and -advaﬁco into the area, approximately 300 yards
wide, which sesparated the opppsing forcea. Evéry wman knew
that he had 15 minutes to croass the ipuae and work in aas cloase
TS5T  Fersonal imowledge




as posaible to the friendly barrege ready to charge tho enemy
the umnt it 1ifted, |

cevnpany A, Commanded by Gupt.ain Loren 8. lcﬂwm and Com~
pany C, Commanded by capt_uin John E, Davis were both employing
‘similar formations for the attack, Each %:a o.ttmking with
two platoons abreast, third platoon in support, machine guns at-
tached to platoons and 60 mm mortars in general support of the
company. Everything seemed to be going as planned. Leading
slements of both assault compsnies were quietly slipping tmrm
the enemy to be in as close a3 possible to the artillery that
waa falling to their front when it lifted. (31)

It wes hoped by combining the mass of artillery fire snd
the initlal naam_lt that surprisze ocould be attained. Up te
this time fighting in this sector had heén patternsd by ﬂr-_
ing & preparation from ten to fifteen ni.mitea-pﬂer to the
launching of the attack. (32)

svacs

Suddenly smbthmaé changed into an npm;nr. Enemy mortar
and srtillery was falling throughout the battalion zone of
aetien. The leading elemsnts observed Germsn troops moving
toward them accompanied by the repid chatter of machine guns,
Mortar and artillery fire seemed to come from onrj'horo.
Surprise it was. At first it was thought the -;ew was mere-
1y woving forward to get out of the barrege being :ma down by
the Americans but it was soon evident that the Germans were
actually hunohi.xig an attack at the ssme time our attack was
soheduled. | | | |

Y Personal knumko
32) A=, pe 34
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Company A and Company C maintaimed the impetus of their
forward mvmnt end it was the enemy thet broke mnd fell back
to the protection of their hedgerow., The situntion failed to
1nneaiatoly clear because now the enemy was fully aware that
‘an attack had been launched hy the Americans, They inodiatnly ‘
increased ths volume and rate of thelr morter and artillery _
fire, the majority of which was falling on the assault elements.
The &_&ttﬂi@n and the support platoons 'q:t Company A and Comm
pany C began receiving casuslties from the ememy fire. This
aitns.t:!.on undcubtedly would make the prico ot vietory nore
eostly. {33)

SUCC.

By 0630 hours Company C had sdvanced to the second hedge-
row beyond the creek immedistely im front of the line of de
parture. Thinking wes not so0 muoh in the yards _gainh& but in
hedgerows ea,ﬁtured. ~ For days to come advances were to be
neasﬁred in this menner. This sctuslly meant that. &n initisl
advence of some 800 to 900 yards had boen mede. (ges Mep E)
(34) The initial gain however, bad not been without difficulty.
The initial force end speed with which the asasult companies
nad jumped off and individusl cowrsge, daring and hand to hend
fighting had cost C Company about 60% of their effective fight-
ing sirength. - -

The situatlon however, was still scmewhat confused. Short-
1y after the jump off sll wire lines had been lmocked out due
to enemy ehelling. Communication with both the forward com- |
panies was non-existent. As yet" the radios had not been used.

T83] Personal knowledge

(34) A-¢, p. 36
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Scare stories sbout the radio locaters used by the enexy made
eveiyone reluctent to open his sets. The nrtillsry relling
barrage had become difficult ﬁo control as the forward observers
with the leading compenies were either casualties or thelr
radios were out of sction snd it wes impossible to keep wire
linas_ in operation, About this time Lieutenant Colonel Boats~
man sent Msjor Warren C. Wood, Battelion Executive Officer, fore
ward to contsct Compeny C end £ind out what the exact situation
was, (35) | _

Major Wood found Captain Davis well rénard recrganizing
his company snd sttempting to hold what ground had been gained.
Thelr combined efforts netted only 52 soldiers out of e full
strength rifle company. Compeny C was holding om to what they
had gained throuwgh &enplete disregerd of personal safetys The
po_si.tién held by them was made as secure as possible for .
far as they knew there were no other American forces within
50_0 yoards. Plens were made fo:; Gonpmr B to replace Company
C in the ssseult echelon. (36)

Other elements of the battallion were faced with problems
of their own, The Mortar Platoon of Company D had made care-
ful plan,b for the attack. OP's were carefully selected and
dug into the hedgerows in strategic spots which ooversd the
entire zone of action of the lst Battellon. Wire was care-
fully lﬁ:'..d to these well prepered and protected observation
poats, It was necessary Lo run new wire lines repestedly to
the gun positions. These wires wers lnocked cut again and
again safter a few ninﬁnt.en operation due to the heavy shelling.
Fate also seemed to be taking @ hend. Shortly after the st
T36) Tersonal knoimgn : |
(36) Persomsl knowledge; Stetement by Major Warren C. Wood,

then Executive Officer, lst Battalion, on 2-14, 1950
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tack jumped off 24 Lieutenant James W. Powers, section leader,
was occupying his observation post end firing effectively inte
'the enemy positiona when he was completely blown out of his
ventege point by a German 88 mm round and had to be evacuated.
(s7) | | |

Prisoners teken by the lst Bettalion during two hours
toteled only four. Fighting had been so imtense that it was
difficult to obtain captives, let alone guard them and see that
they were sent to the rear. It .aeened strange that these four
b'attle woary, dirty and slightly dazed mividuﬁa were ﬁart of
Hitler's super soldiers who were snppeaodlj conguering the world.
Bapid interrogation at the battalion em post indlcated that
we had partially penetrated the MLR for the city of ST. LO. (38)

CLOSE ENVELOPMENT

About 0730 hours commmnicetion wes esteblished I’i.‘bh Cone
pany A on the left., The initial movement of hoth coinpmiu A
and C had swung slightly to the left and Company A Was sbout
200 yerds to the left rear of the positicns of Compeny C.
Captain McGowan's men were moving slowly against what sémd, to
bs rether light resin'tmcé and aocn were able to move up along
side of the positions held by the other o._auﬁit compsny. Cape
tain McGowan requested tanks for the contimmence of the attack.
He believed that if he had tanks srid was furnished scme ex=
plesives he é.eu].d blow paa#nses_for them throua’n the hedgerows.
Tenks also would lend eonf‘idtnoe to .his men as .thqy Progressed
forward. (39) | | . _ |

A request was Lmmediately placed with ragﬂ_.nbnt for the
| mraonal Inowiedge

(39) Personal imowlsdge
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tanks snd the explosives. Respcnse wes immediate, The 24 Bate
" talicn had been able to make only slight gains and one platoon -
of tanks stteched to the 24 Battalion were ordered to repert to
the lst Battalion. (40) " | |

The use of tanks in hedgerows had been develeped by other
t_mit who found they alded greatly in the sdvence providing |
breaches in the hedgerows could be made for the i:anks to pass
‘through. Heavy iron pronge 1n'aom instences had been welded
to the final drive housing., These prongs could rip holes inm
the upper portions of some hedgercws allowing the tanks to
bresch the cbstacles. Alsc holes made by the prongs provided
spaces in which to load demolitions in order to blew & gap |
through the hedgerows. (41) |

At this time it was declded that Compsmy A was in posie
tion to emvelop the nose of HILL 122 from the 1eft and work
in behind the mein enemy positions immedistely in fromt of Come
pany C. This envelopment was to be mede at 0900 hours. Com~
pany C would remain in position lending what support it could
by fire. Company B was then to bo committed through Compeny €
‘and join Company A i the push towsrd the town of EMELIE, a
 small growp or.buildinga on the northesst nose of HILL 122,
This plan had & strong possibility of succeeding and at the
~ same time would straighten out the direction of attsck and bring
the full force of the two compsnies on the immediate battallon
objective. S ' |

The terrain confronting the battslion at this 'the is
worthy of note. Tho'gronnd sloped upward toward the crest of
HILL 122. Each field surrounded by hndgoro!s had spparently

Ta0) Yersonal knowliedge
(41) A-2, p. 56
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been leveled throughout the years and in doing s0 each suc=
cessive field was higher. This created a terraced effect with
each successive hedgerow higher. If it were not for the presence
of trees in the hedgerows, the slepes of HILL 122 might resexble
3 glant irregular stairway. Behind these earthen talls.th'o
enexy had emplsced machine suiu, cutting small openings through
which cbservetion could be obteined and the guns fired. The
resulting fire would graze across the field, gradually rising
so that it would also graze soross the top of the opposite |
hod.gams. These emplacements were ususlly located in the cor-
ners of each field sc that often two or more automatic weapons
covered the entire srea of esch small fleld with low grasing
fire, Within t.he battalion zone ran a sunken tra.t]. which of=~
~fered the most “cover when moving forward. This trail was quite
narrow with the sloping sides forming the base of tall hedgoew
rows on both sides., The mt.'ire length of the trail had besn
heavily mined with mti-?pdruonnel mines on the sloping sides.
The narrow trail itself had been left free of mines. Proarrang-
ed fires had evidently bopn prepared to fall along the trall.
Neny e#mlties were suffered as the men instinctively stepped
off the trail for the nlight protection of the hedsomu as
fire was bronght down. This was the route o*ur which all sup=-
plies were carried for the next few days operestlion. {42)
Shortly after 0900 hours Compsny A, this time sccompmmied
by tanks, jumped off enveloping across the fromt of Compenty Ce
Tank-infantry cooperation was not at its best. There was no
'agr of commmnicating with the ‘men m the tank. Time artoi- time
it was necessery to crawl apan the tank, best on the buttomed.
T4E) ’Fomnﬂ_mwmo
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up hatch wntil it was opened, point out targets and change
the direction of the tank as it was guided through the hedgee
rows., The attack proved to be successful, .conpanx A found
themselves moving down the resr side of & hedgerow and for the
firet time they could see what the enemy looked like from the
rear. Thirty eight prisoners were soon on their way to the
rear. (43) By thls time Company B, Commended by Captain
Francis C. Mason, joined in the attack on the right of Company
A snd the attack continued until just short or. the town of
EMELIE, both companies were forced to stop o.nd'roorgmiso;
This now placed Compeny A and Compsny B in the ssssult
‘'with Compeny C in reserve. Company C now had the mmch needed
time to reorgenize its forces that hed survived the first four
hours of combat. (See Map E) (44) | .

CONTINUATION OF THE ATTACK

With the relatively fresh boupani.es B sand A now abreast
and well consolidated, the battelion ecommender ordered s con-
tima#ion of the attack to commence at 1250 hours. The initial
shock and confusion which had been evident in the battle thus
far was beginning to uér off and the leaders were beginninmg
to take & detached view in estimating the s;tﬁtion snd in em=
ploying their troops. The initial féar im using radios had
now completely worn off end all units were freely using radio
eommicatiem \rhieh w&s oumtinl to them in centrollm their
units.

The hedgerow fighting which had been new to them that
morning was now en old story. The swccess of such ﬂ@tlng

m’ T"ﬁ Pe 57:
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in reality depended upon the individusl and the squed. The
limited length of observation in sll directions mede the in-
dividual feel that he and the few buddles In his immediate
vicinity were fighting all by themselves. It was hpouib].o_
to see or know what wes happening to the sgquad in the adjacent
field. A full scele fight in which men dled could take plece
100 yards distant without your knowledge except an awareness
of a firefight ihieh did not immediately effect you. (45) |

Beorgmiintim was taking place throﬁghont the battalion.
Resupply of smmunition was no problem. The entire battlefield
from the line of desparture to the present positiona was litter-
ed with equipment, am.ﬁlt.ton, X rations and the bodles of
countless men who had given thelr 11793 dur:tng the noi'nins'a
confliot. Alid men were bnai;y.ehoekins each bedy, esagerly
looking for a sperk of 1life 1n the irert forms. Much could be
sald sbout the bravery displayed by the unarmed aid men as they
followed closely into the rrml'l: 1lines rapidly evacuating those
who were wounded. Battle weary uoldiers_eeuld be seen taking
ssmunition from their fallen comrades who had ne further use .
for it. Leaders were regrouping their men inte fighting teams,
Privates became Bergeants. séne Sergesnts became Privates,
The ﬂnal test was developing leaders in a space of mimutea,
Some men had to be taken to the rear and placed in jobs in the
kitchen area. Wire linas were repaired and artillery and mor-
tar eoncoﬁtrntiuna checked. (46) o | _

The machine gun platoons from Compsny D were ‘badly de=-
pleted. The pletoon commaenders, Lieutenants Alexander Cameron
and Clarence C. Bartech were both dead. Technlical) Sergeants

"T48)  Fersonal knowledge
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Bernard A. Elliott and Raymond D, Wents had already taken over
and reorganized as casuslties ocourred. It was now possible
to operate only two guns ﬁer platoon, each gun operated by
four men. The machine gun platocns had suffered approximately
70% cesualties. The mortar platoon had suffered few casualties
but it was necessary to tramsfer some of the neﬁ to the machine
guns so only four of the six mortars were displeced forward,
Compsny D Executive Officer, lst Liewvenant Johm W, Willlems,
Jr., had died from machine gun wounds, The mortar platoon com-
mender and two section leaders had been wounded and evacuated.
Company _B found itself with the company commander and one other
officer remaining of the eight entering combat. (47)

The rifle compsnies had suffered about §0% casuslties
smong thelr officers and Ceptein Leslie G. Wilson, Commanding
Headquarters Company, lst Battalion had been killed. |

Promptly on time the battalion laumched & coordinated at-
tack to gain the crest of HILL 122 which was now only 600 yards
distant. Twenty minutes latér the village of m had been
: eapf.ured. (48) The leading elements of Company B pushed its
‘way to the crest of HILL 122 but were forced to i thdraw to
positions just south of EMELIE. During the remasinder of the
afternoon the lst Battalion hung on to their precarious posie
tion. Ome cowiterattack was broksn up by ertillery, 4.2
chemical mortar, 81 mm morter end 60 we morter fire delivered
by the supporting weapons. Another attack delivered by the
enexy actually p_onetratod the line held by Compeny A but was
' finally repulsed by fierce close ﬁshtiﬁg. Elements of Company
B were again on top of HILL 122 st 2150 hours where they were

TETT Personal kmowledge
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jolned & short time later by Compsny A. A twilight counter~
attack, however, forced them to withdraw 200 yards. A coordi-
nated tvillght. attack was launched and by 2305 liourl Companies
A and B were sgeain 1n pou&ssioﬁot HILL 122, this time to
ataj. (49) The lst Battalion had sdvenced 2300 meters and
were on the first objective assigned them in World War IT.
Bighty seven prisoners hed been taken by the 134th Infentry
during the day. (s-.ﬁ Msp B) (50) L

The 1st Battslion consolldated its position for all around |
defense. Bnttglion headquarters moved up immedlately behind
the positions occupled by Compsnies A snd B, Company C closed
in the resr qf'tho battalion., Ammunition was brought up. Food
hed not 'buh thought of during the entire day. A check reveale
ed that most of the men still hed the full ration issued to
them prior to the attack. Some liatlessly op«mod_i. unit of
their ration end sutomatically begen to eat the cold food.
Others didn't eat. Canteens were still full, The shock of
entering combat was still being felt by the lst Batteliom -~
no one wanted sleep -~ avéryono kept usy consolidating posi-
tions, sighting weapons, Teplenishing smmunition snd grensdes
and trying not to think of their missing comrades. (51) |

The advance mads by the lst Battallion placed them inm &
rather precarious posltion. The 3& Battelion had been able to
advance 700 y;,rds' to the vicinity of IES ROMAINS. The 3d Bat~
talion had been é.aéembhd in the eftermoon emd had moved up
to positions about 1000 yards in rear of the lst Battallem,
They had been busy throughout the afternoon amd the evening mopw
ping up soattered resistance bypasaed by the 1st Battalion. (52)

TA9T A-2, p. 40; Fersonal knowledge
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In support of the 35th Division attack, division artillery.
fired 11,000 rounds while the 92d Chemical Mortar Basttalion
hed fired 7,000 rounds. (53)

16 JULY 1944

At 0045 hours the regiment received a division order to
congsolidate its positions and to preﬁaré to attack on order.
(64) | |

As Gawn- broke the lst Battallon discovered that 1t da1d
not cbnplataly eontrol Hill 122. The crest of Hill 122 is oval
1n'ahapo'approximgtely-?oe yards long snd 300 yards wide with
the long axis running generally east end west. The battalion
had attacked from the north and now occupled approximately one
third of the orest. There were portions of 12 small flelds
each bounded by hedgerows on the crest of the hill and it was
estimated that the battalion muat capture two more hedgerows
before they could begin to laok down the other gide. (56)

The positions now occupled by the battalion_wara well aitnated.
Poiitions_had been dug in during the night and 1t was believed
that the ground could be held, During the early morning there
was little firing carried on by elthef slde. It was during this
period that the bodles of seversal jmn were found who had been
missing since the initial attack 150515, fney were found ap=-
proximately 100 yards boyonﬂyﬁho Villege of EMELIE which ln-
dicated thet they had pemetrated almost to the battalion ob=
jective in their initial attack. 7{56)

The aslow srduous task of clearing the battleflield was now
. B3] k8, p. 07 ' '

(54) A-10, p. 40

(55} Personal knowledge
(56) Personal knowledge
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in progréaa. Eftchen perscansl had been érganized in groups
to help remove the dead men end cattle from the area. The days
wore quite warm and already the steach of over ripe flesh was
ever present. \ | |

At 1100 the enemy launched it's one attempt of the day to
retake the ground lost. Artillery and mortar fire had been in-
creasing in volume sinoce 1000 and every man was at his post
ready to defend the ground which had boe:n so coatly the day
before. The att@ck was succesafully repulsed with only winor
cagunlties while aeva-re damage was inflicted on the enemy
forces., (57) |

The 24 Battalion advenced very little during the day ;nn
the 31 Battalion moved up to the right flank of the lst Bat-
talion against zic‘atterc'd reslstance preparatory t'_.o making the
main effort on the 17th. Thirteen prisoners were captured dur-

ing the days operation. (58) (See Map F)

17 JULY 1944

The regiment nad been ordered to continue the attack at
0430 with 3 battalions from their present positions. The day
dawned dull and e¢loudy with & heavy ground fog ihich further
limited the already limited visibility. The lst Battelion
jumped off on time, but were met with heavy mortar, trtillorj
and machine gun fire end were forced to fall back to their pre-
pared poaitions., It was almost impoasible to utilize tanks
and available fire support without better observation. The
enexmy continued to heavily shell the battal.tbn positions and
about 0630 an enemy ralding party penetrated to Company E's

877 4-10, §. 40
{68) A-10, p. 40
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CP hefore they were ennihilated. (59)

The ground fog finally lifted and 1000 found the bat-
talion moving forward with Compsnies A and B stlll leading.
Previous training wes now paylng off. MNachine gun fire was
Placed on the hedgerow shesd keeping enemy fire down iailé Qo=
molition crews prepared and blgw gaps in the hedgerows. s
tanks moved through the gaps, riflemen would storm the hedge-
row ahesd seeking out the dug in and well protected enemy. It
was often necessary to throw grenades in the enemy dugoutn-to
stop enemy machine guns. The enemy, protected by a log cover-
ed dugout and firing through a smsll slit in th§ hndgorat,‘eoﬁ-
tinued to fire until his position was entered from the rear.
{(60) Prisoners testified that they hed been ordered to hold
their pesitions "to the last man® and under any éirounatancea.
(61) | |

The third day of combat could well be described as &
repetition of the first days action with the individual soldier
ddminating the scene with his guts, determination and complete
disregard for personal asafety carrying him over hndsoraw'arter
hedgerow. The entire action thus far, imi been charascterized
by & narrow zZone with only one direction to go and that was
forward toward the objective, |

By latﬁ afternoon the lst Battalion was established well
down on the forward #iOpa of Hil1ll 122. The battalion had ad-
vanced about 400 yards finally breeching the crest of Hill 122,
(62) !ﬁsso posltions proved to be the last prepared positions
ensountered by the battalion north of 8T. LO. (63)

T58) Personal knowledge
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The enemy however, had not yet glven up. The lst Bat-
tallion was countorattmkﬁd &t 1810 by a strocng' force supported
by the usual devastating mortar, artillery, and machine gun
fire. This attack was repulsed snd the battallon occupled
these positiens throughout the night. (64) ' .

In summary of this sction, the lst Battalion, 134th In-
fantry attacked on & narrow front through hazardous hedgerows
overgrown with trees and vegetation, captured and secured
erit_ic_'.l terrain overlooking the city of 8T. LO, FRANCE., Thus
they broks the last enomy main line of reslstance north of ST,
10. Due to the type of terrain, width of the zone and dis-
poaitions éf the enemy, who were well dug in and protected from
all types of fire except direct srtillery hita, the attack was
doiivorod frontally. ‘Throughout the operation the battalion
was approximately 1000 yards in advance of all other friendly
units thus leaving both flanks uhproteote-d. The capture of
Hill 122 aasisted greatly in the capture of 3T7. 10O, an important
communications center located on the VIRE RIVER.

During the operation the 134th Infaniry captured 100
prisoners md killed msny more who were making & last ditch
stand in their prepared positions, (65) The Regiment suf-
fered 102 killed, 589 wounded and 101 missing im action during
the three day period covered, (66} | |

The lst Battalion was awarded the Distingulshed Unit Cite-
tion for the aggresaive capture of Hill 122 against a determined
snemy by General Order 66, 10 August 1945, War Department, Wash-
tngton 25, D. Ce (67) |
Ted] &-X, pe &3
(65) A~10, p. 40

(¢6) A=S, Chap. III
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. RECONNAISSANCE

~ Complete and thorough reconnaissance for any sction, how-
ever minor, 1s highly important. In the action previouaiy
described, & limited smount of recomnaissance was successfully
carried out » but in the writer's opinlon the recomnalisssnce
was incomplete. This was probably due to Mexperiénce on the
part of the unit leaders, rather than the lack of knowledge.
In this type of terrain a complete reconnalsssnce is dangercus
snd sometimes costly, but later actions proved that a plan of
sction based on a complete reconnalssance accomplished the mia~
sion with & minimum loss of persomnel., Unlt leaders mmat have
suffioclent time apd maximum informetion available while cone
duotihg reconnalssance to insure thet mexlmum results mey be
schleved. |

2., SMALL UNIT LEADERS

The operation just deseribed proves the value of small
unit leadership. Although not explained in detail, it was at
times essential for the oompany commenders and platoon leaders
%0 peraonally lead small groups in destroying enemy strong-
points. In any operation it is sssential that each squad leader,
each section leader and each platoon leader must fulfill his
Job to further the mlsalon. Generally it should not be neces-
sary for the next higher eomder‘or loader to actively en-
gage in the action of the subordinmate unit, althbugh at times
it 1s necessary for the higher commander to be present with
the unit on any level to further the accomplishment of that
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units mission, Individual equad action typified the lesder-
ship in the small unit by actively taking the initiative by
defeating the enemy imnediately 1n front of them wlthout knowl=
edge of the accomplislments of their adjacent elements. At
times this placed them in precarious positions well in advance
of the other portiona of their plaﬁom. This was further
exemplified by the individual soldier taking the responaibility
. and the initiative when hies leader became a casualty. In any
well trained unit, individuals must be ready and willing to
taie evox? the leadership of a unit in the eventuality their

leader becomes a casualty.
Se SUPPORTING AUTOMATIC FIRE

Supporting sutomatic weapons can and do play an important
role in any action. In meny cases it is wise to attach these
weapons directly to platoons during the attack so that full
benefit of their volume of fire may be utilized. In the attack
on H1ll 122 1t was impoasible to employ the machine guns of the
Hoavy Weapons Company in direct or gonarai support of the at-
tacking cénpmiu.. Realizing this, plens were made and units
trained utilizing the machine guns as an integral part of a
rifle platoon, This enabled the machine guﬁa, combined with
automatic rifles, to lay a leavy eoneentrﬁtioh of fire on the
next hedgerow while the riflemen worked forward to assault the
enemy positions. The heﬁv;r Iator-coolcd machine gun was not
designed for this type of use in offenslive actién. The men who
normally manned these guns preferred to use them with the addie
tion of & bipod to the water Jacket than exchange them for the
1ight mechine gun. Thls employment of the mohino guns of Com=
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peny D proved to be highly effective in the attack. Defensive-
1y they were employed in the normsl manner and were fired ef-
fectively sgainst enemy counterattacks.

4. RESSIVE ACTION

Success or fallure can sometimes be measured by the force
&nd determination with which an attack 1s launched. The 1lst .
Battalion, 134th Infantry, attacking in a narrow zone, restricte
d in its ability to meneuver its olements by the nature of the
terrain neceasarily had to attack froatully the enemy's well
protected d.renaivo positions, It was highly essential that
once forward movemsnt began it be comtinued until enemy posi-
tlons were overrun. This required aggressive action eﬁ the
pert of all individuals who repeatedly attacked through final
protective fires delivered by ensmy machine guns and rifles with
complete dlsregard for personal safety., This necessitated crosas-
ing open speces without benefit of cover or oconecealment, It
wasa necessary to exercise conatant pressure on the enemy to
prevent him from organizing succesaive positions, ?ﬁo impetus
gained in the initlal ettack was attributed to the aggrossive
epirit end initiative displayed by the asssult elements which
contributed largely to the auccessful espture of the objective
| where eﬁhera_hnd failed, | |

5. MORTAR FIRE, OBSERVATIOH AND CONTROL

During the conduct of the attmck, mortar fire ean be a
~declalve factor in the defeating of the enemy. In order to sce
ecomplish this observation and eontrol are esssntial, During
the initiel phase of the action described, effective prearrang-



"ed fire was delivered on enemy positions. The only means of
observing and controlling this fire was through the use of
wire laid between the forward observer and the mortars. This
method proved to be highly ineffective due to the rrcquﬁney

of the damege to the wire inflicted by enemy fire. This indicat~
od a need for an additional type of cmnieatlom% between the
forward observer and the gun position. In later operations the
use of forward observers equipped with the SCR 300 radlo come
municating directly with an SCR 300 radio at the mortar posis
tionas proved to be highly sffective, Fari;ui'd observers for

the mortar platoon accompanied each rifle compsny in the as-
sault, firing the mortars. in a mammer similar to that utilize
od by artillery forward observera.

6. CLOSE ENVELOPMENT

In thé conduot of the attack each unit should strive to
locate & weskness in the enemy position. This ocan often be
accomplished by enveloping the enemy position snd attecking
across the rear from a flank, Company A found s weak spot im
the enemy defenses which unﬁblad thon, in splte of the close
terrain, to f;cnotrato and atteck the enemy positions from the
snemy's rear. In this instance the close envelopment was 8o=
complished by a short penstration. In conducting an envelope
ment it iz advantageous to secure oritical terrain in rear of
the position being mv@lopod. However in this instance a close
" maneuver enabled Company A to envelop the enemy position and
inflict serious dsmage in his main line of resistance with
winismm losses. | |



7+ BATTLEFIELD CLEARANCE

In reviewing this sction 1t was evident that a unit
participating in ite firast combat action may not be fully sware
of the importance that skould be sttached to rMVing the dead
men snd enimals and discarded equipment promptly from the bat-
tlefield. This may be largely contributed to the initial shock
experienced when ensaging_'in combat for the first time, Al-
though the action described covered 2 period of three days, no
eoncerted effort was mede 0 clear the battlefield until the
second dey. 7This was due in part to the intense enemy artil-
lery and mortar fire encountered throughout the Battalion sone.
It is believed that the presence of the dead lowers the morale
of the men. In my eatimation it cennot be too atrongly em=
phasized that the wounded and the dead be evacuated without
delsy. Discarded ammunition, eduipnent snd rations should be
promptly gatliered, salvaged snd reissued in order to prevent
loss. |
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3. &ll supporting autmtio weapons mst be utilized re=
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gardlu!‘aﬁhe problem encountered and in any type of terrain
in order that maximum fire power available can be delivered on

the enemy.

. 4. Constant preagurs on the enemy in the atteck can be
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5. Adeguate commmnicatiocn between
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prLax obanrvsr and
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the gnn pmitiens is oumtial in delivering eﬂ‘actin mortar
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6. Buccess and surprise can be ach:l.eud by an envelownt
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through enemy weskness 1msu'd1ua of the depth et'tho
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velopment.
7o Prompt battlefield clesrance is necessary to maintain
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& high state of mulo mﬁ fighting spirit in a unit, -f--*




